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From the Super Bowl door decorating 
contest: top, a door from Partridge 
Elementary and above, a door from 
Wood Elementary. Winners listed inside. 

Wood Elementary School hosted a free Super Science Night extravaganza 
on Jan. 24 and 25, 2017. Students in 4th and 5th grades were delighted to share 
in learning several interesting facts about National Parks in Missouri and their 
notable historical figures. Additionally, the students were able to participate in 
several fun, exciting and engaging science, math and social studies standards 
with “hands on” activities.   

On Tuesday evening, Ranger Valerie Baldwin from George Washington 
Carver National Park and Dr. Ed Williamson, associate professor, Drury 
University, presented 
a session on Dr. 
G.W. Carver as a 
Missourian and 
his life’s work as a 
minority scientist. 
There was also 
another engaging and 
fun learning session 
on tree cookies, 
during which students 
learned about 
dendrochronology 
(the study of trees) 
using cross-cut 
sections of wood 
(phloem, xylem, 
heartwood, cambium, 
outer and inner bark). 

The following school day, the presenters rotated through the 4th and 
5th grade classrooms with a Sweetie Pie Potato Lab. Students observed, 
described, estimated and accurately measured a sweet potato’s length, width, 
circumference and mass while using metric measures and a balance scale. 

Every Wood Elementary classroom teacher received a complementary 
flash drive as a keepsake for their students. The storage device contained the 
park’s new film, interactive lesson plans for 2nd, 4th, middle school and high 
school students.  It also contained an abbreviated film for elementary students, 
entitled “George Washington Carver: A Man of Character.”  Students were 
encouraged to visit the six National State Parks in Missouri with their families 
to learn even more in their free time.

Students were able to benefit from practical “real world” investigative 
experiences using science and math skills and resource while creating an 
enjoyable and lasting memory to treasure about Missouri History. The event 
was coordinated by Saralice Campbell, fifth grade teacher. 

National Parks bring math, science, 
history to life for Wood students 



Wood Elementary was the overall 1st place winner in the Super Bowl door decorating contest. Doors featured Disney movie 
themes promoting healthy eating. Each hallway featured a different type of healthy food, including fruits and vegetables, dairy 
and protein. Beyond decorating their door, students from Saralice Campbell’s classroom spoke with the judges about the 
importance of good nutrition and eating healthy. They also asked the judges, “What exercise have you participated in today?” 
Their theme was a nod to the Disney movie “Maui.” At right, Winnie the Pooh’s honey pot was replaced with a pot of fruit.  

Piney Ridge students won the award for best student 
participation. Not only were their doors decorated, but the 
walls leading up to them also sported original artwork. 

In the District’s Super Bowl Door 
Decorating Contest and Kitchen 
Contests, the winners were:

Overall Winner - Wood 
Elementary won First Place 
Overall and the category for most 
creative/original who followed the 
theme of football and nutrition

Best Student Participation - 
Piney Ridge

Best to promote the importance 
of healthy eating around a 
football theme - 6th Grade Center 
(at right)

Best Super Bowl/Football 
Decorations - Partridge  
Elementary

Best Creative Kitchen Staff - 
East Elementary

Best Classroom Door & Student 
participation - Saralice Campbell 
at Wood Elementary

Special Thank You to the 
judges: Rick and Cheryl Vernon, 
Cindy Grizzell, Beth Deering and 
Judy Fisher.  

Wood takes 1st in Super Bowl door decorating contest 

East Elementary ktichen staff won the Best Creative 
Kitchen Staff award. Beyond balloons (even some spelling 
out Super Bowl), the staff dressed in costumes -- ranging 
from a referee apron to a football. 



During the Dr. Martin Luther 
King Day of Service 2017, 
Waynesville students had 
the opportunity to decorate, 
share a quote or simply sign 
a paper link. These 2,521 
paper links were assembled 
by Pick Alternative Education 
students and AmeriCorps VISTA members for display at the Pick Educational 
and Volunteer Facility.  Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. once said, “Intelligence 
plus character - that is the goal of true education.” As the assembled unity 
chain adorns the walls of Pick Educational Facility, King’s words echo the 
importance of working together as a community in the district’s efforts to meet 
its mission of educating students for 21st Century Challenges. 

Waynesville has the state’s minimum tax levy 
($2.75).  Twenty-eight other school districts, out 
of more than 500 districts in Missouri, also have 
the minimum tax levy of $2.75.  This rate is also 
the lowest school tax levy in Pulaski County and 
in the Ozarks Conference.   

Waynesville Middle School hosted 
a Love of Reading Day on Friday, 
Jan. 27, with teachers and principals 
reading stories to students in various 
classrooms and in the library.



At Freedom Elementary, students were in the Super Bowl spirit on Friday aiming for wide 
receivers; 264 students have voted for the Falcons to win and 156 have voted for the Patriots 
to win. For the past two years, their predictions have been wrong. 

Wanda Julian (above) is the second Waynesville R-VI 
School District Rocking Chair Reader. She read to 
kindergartners and second graders at Wood Elementary 
on Jan. 27 and will continue to do so on a weekly basis. 
Shawdelin Hall became the district’s first when she 
ready to Partridge students on Jan. 10. The goal of the 
newly established Rocking Chair Reader Program is to 
have senior citizens reading with students on a regular 
basis. Anyone interested in the program may call Debbie 
Stockstill at 573-842-2069.  

Waynesville Career Center’s practical nursing students took 
part in clinical evaluations at GLWACH (General Leonard 
Wood Army Community Hospital) with the medical personnel. 
The stations entailed the differences in duties between LPN 
and RN duties.  

Mason Michels 
has received an 
appointment to 
West Point. In this 
photo, Michels is 
on the phone with 
Congresswoman 
Vicki Hartzler 
when she called 
Waynesville High 
School to let him 
know. 

West Point 
appointment



Waynesville High School Courtwarming will be held on Friday, Feb. 10, between the JV and Varsity 
basketball games. To involve more students in Courtwarming, the Student Government Association added 
king candidates this year, so both a queen and a king will be crowned from among the senior candidates.  
The king candidates and court members are left to right, Shawn Berrios, freshman; Caleb Barnes, 
junior; Christien Ward, senior; Jose Hernandez, senior; Dante McCummings, senior; Andrew Esguerra, 
sophomore; queen candidates and court members include Ashanti Short, freshman; Phyllisia Wilson, 
junior; Eva Greening, senior; Aminah Mujahid, senior; Payton Aragon, senior; Arva Howell, senior; and 
Melissa Perkins, sophomore. Not pictured is Teyler Bruch.

Three Waynesville FFA members have earned proficiency awards for 
doing a great job on their Supervised Ag Experience projects (SAE). 
To earn the award the student must submit at least one complete year 
of financial records with a balance sheet, inventory, and profit and loss 
statement along with a set of photos with captions describing what they 
do and what they’ve learned.

Evan York 1st place in Area for an Equine Placement for work at 4-J 
Land & Cattle

Justen Leifer 2nd place in Agriculture Services for founding J.B.L. 
Farrier Service (above, left)

Jesse Laughlin 2nd place in Outdoor Recreation for working at the 
4-J Big Piney Horse Camp (above, right)

Great rewards for many hours of sweating, getting kicked, bucked 
off, and who knows what else! These gentlemen’s State FFA Degree 
applications have also gone on to the state level to be reviewed with 
results announced in a few weeks.

Evan York 

FFA members earn awards 


